Writing Words

	Lesson
	Page Number
	What’s Going On in the Classroom
	What’s Next

	Listening for Sounds in Words
	p. 99
	· Children are working independently in their Drawing & Writing Books.

· Most children are illustrating part of a story.

· A couple of children are labeling or writing some words; most are not.

· A child who shared the previous day had written letters to represent parts of her picture.
	The children need information about how to put text on the page.

	Listening for Sounds in Words
	p. 102
	· Children work independently in their Drawing & Writing Books.

· They have seen a model lesson where the teacher labeled parts of her illustration, each part with one letter, to represent the beginning sound.

· They have seen that other children have done the same thing – labeling with one letter to represent the beginning sound.
	The children need to see this strategy illustrated again, and extended.

	Listening for Sounds:  Going Back and Touching
	p. 109
	· Children are beginning to label illustrations in their Drawing & Writing Books.
	· Children need to know that they (most likely) have the information they need to write whole thoughts.

· They need to know how to write so they can read it back.

· They need to learn the strategy for going back and touching as they write.

	Valuing Differences in How We Write Words
	p. 113
	· Children write daily.

· Throughout the day the teacher supports students’ attempts to write independently, using sound spellings.

· Children are beginning to represent their stories with text.
	· Children also need to see that as they are learning to write words, members of the class might represent the same word differently, and that we value differences in the way children hear and represent sounds.

· They need continued support in representing their words the best they can.


	Lesson
	Page Number
	What’s Going On in the Classroom
	What’s Next

	Some Words You Don’t Have to Sound Out
	p. 116
	· Children work independently in their Drawing & Writing Books.

· They have seen the teacher model how to listen for sounds in words.

· They have seen other children listen for sounds in words in order to label a picture, as well as write a whole thought.
	Children need to be reminded that when they know how to spell a word, they should spell it correctly.

	Writing Big Words We Use in Telling Our Stories
	p. 117
	· Daily interactive writing sessions are in place in the classroom.

· Children are representing their illustrations with text.

· Throughout the day the teacher supports students’ attempts to write independently, using sound spellings.

· In attempting to write words

· Some children are writing only words that they know how to spell correctly,

· Some are writing words freely,

· Some ask, “Is it right?” and 

· Some won’t try at all for fear of being wrong.
	Children need more information about saying words slowly and listening for as many sounds in the words as they can, as well as trusting their attempts to try hard words.

	How To Do Good Work During Writing Time
	p. 120
	· Children are working independently in their Drawing & Writing Books.

· Lately, though, the noise level is raised during writing time and children seem to be rushing through their work.  They seem to have forgotten what they have learned about how to attend carefully to their work.
	Children need to know what it looks like to do good work on their writing.
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