Emergent Reading of Favorite Storybooks

	Description of Storybook Reading Categories
	Characteristics of Development 
	Check and Date Observed Behaviors
	Teacher’s Notes for Clarification

	I.  Child is attentive to the pictures in the story.
	· Looks at the pictures as the pages of the storybook are turned.

· Identifies or labels the pictures.

· Comments on the individual pictures.

· Comments on the individual pictures.

· Seems to be following the action of the story through the pictures.
	
	

	II. Child is attentive to the pictures in the story and tells an oral narration of the story as he/she looks at the pictures.
	· Looks at the pictures as the pages of the storybook are turned.
· Tells a story about the pictures, actually weaving the story from picture to picture.
	
	

	III.  Child is attentive to the pictures in the story and combines storytelling with “reading” as he/she attends to the pictures.
	· Looks at the pictures as the pages of the storybook are turned.
· Tells the story when looking at the pictures and just as often seems to read the story while intoning like “someone who is reading” rather than “someone who is telling.”
	
	

	IV.  Child is attentive to the pictures in the story and “seems to be reading” the story as he/she attends to the pictures.
	· Looks at the pictures as the pages of the storybook are turned.
· Intonation and wording sound more like conventional reading.
· The rendition of the story is similar to the actual story.
· The rendition of the story is verbatim – like the actual story.
	
	

	V.  Child has become attentive to the print in the story.
	· Attends to the print on the pages as the pages of the storybook are turned, but . . .
· Reading skills and strategies seem to be still emerging.  For instance, the child may refuse to attempt a word and indicates “I don’t know that word.”
· Reading skills and strategies seem to be still developing.  For instance, the child focuses on one aspect of the word, ignoring other aspects.
· Reading skills and strategies seem imbalanced or awkward.
	
	

	VI.  Child is attentive to the print in the story.
	· Attends to the print on the pages as the pages of the storybook are turned and has begun to read “conventionally”
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