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	Unit Overview
Unit of Study:  Launching the Writing Workshop: Part I

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Telling stories

· Drawing to represent a story

· Drawing details of the story

· Labeling drawings to tell more of the story

	Key CCSS Standards
	Writing Standards (W)

· 1, 3, 5

Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Language Standards (L)

· 1, 2, 2c, 4a, 6

	Bends in the Road
	· Telling interesting stories from our lives
· Telling your story on paper

· Recording stories with details

	Recommended Professional Resource to Guide Instruction
	· Talking, Drawing, and Writing by Mary Ellen Giacobbe and Martha Horn

	Suggested Mentor Texts
	· My Big Brother by Miriam Cohen
· My Dog Rosie by Isabelle Harper

· The Paperboy by Dav Pilkey

· Goal by Robert Burleigh
· Bigmama’s by Donald Crews

· Roller Coaster by Marla Frazee

· Matthew and Tilly by Rebecca C. Jones

These and other texts are listed in the document, “A Resource for Teaching Writing in Kindergarten” found on the Teaching Resources page of the Launching Unit on the Literacy Coach website.  You do not need to use all of them.  Select a few to reread and reread that your students love, so that you can refer back to the illustrations for teaching during writing workshop.

	Tips for the Unit
	· Oral storytelling is the foundation for the writing work students will do this year.  During the first few weeks of school, spend time every day modeling storytelling and inviting students to tell stories. You might even schedule a “Goodbye Meeting” in which you tell a story of something that happened during the day and invite a student to do the same.  This will demonstrate that storytelling fits into their day at any time, even at home.
· Remember that when students tell stories, it is important to scaffold their storytelling by reflecting their story back to them periodically as they add new information or respond to a question.
· During these first couple of weeks, students will learn to tell a story from their lives, select a part of the story to draw, and learn to add details to the drawing to tell more of the story.  Independence in this process is crucial and will set the tone for the rest of the year.  It is important that routines for this are established with lots of modeling and regularly scheduled writing workshops that allow students to develop this independent practice.
· Daily interactive writing sessions will support students’ comfort with writing.  Interactive writing is a great way to model the type of writing you hope students can do independently in the near future.  During these first weeks, interactive writing sessions should focus on labeling the important parts of an illustration that represents a class story.  Early in the month, writing labels for the classroom interactively is meaningful and great modeling for future kindergarten writing.

	Materials and Resources
	Each child:
· A Drawing and Writing Book which is a plain paper journal, preferably bound at the top of the notebook, rather than on the side.  This allows full use of the whole page to record the details of a story.

· Colored pencils in a variety of colors for drawing details, felt tip markers for labeling

Teacher:

· An enlarged Drawing and Writing Book that looks like a student’s Drawing and Writing Book for modeling writing

· Story ideas for modeling storytelling 

	Assessment
	· Record notes about students’ writing.  You may want to record a student’s oral story on the back of a drawing of the story. 

	Celebrations
	· This first mini-celebration should emphasize the oral storytelling and drawing that has set the foundation for writing.  Students could select a favorite story they recorded in their Drawing and Writing Books, tell the story to a partner and share the part of the story they recorded in their Books. 



