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	Kindergarten
Unit Overview
Readers Get to Know Characters By Performing Their Books and Becoming Avid Readers

	Focus Teaching Points
	Getting to Know Characters
· Getting to know a character by studying the cover illustrations, the title, the title page, and the back of the book
· Learning about the character by thinking about what several pages of a book together might teach about a character

· Learning about the character by thinking, “How has my idea about the character changed now that I know more?”

· Studying the ending of a book to learn more about a character by asking, ”How might the character feel now?  What might the character be thinking now?” 
· Imagining what characters think and feel by role-playing with a partner

· Using the pictures and the words to read and understand the story and the characters’ thoughts and feelings

· Understanding more about the story by thinking, “How does the setting change the way the character might say or do something?”

· Retelling a story with a partner to deepen understanding

· Talking with partners about characters (how they look, how they act, how they might feel across the text)

· Inferring characters’ thoughts and dialogue
· Working with partners to act out books and scenes, figuring out tricky parts together
· Noticing characters’ feelings and how feelings change across a book

· Rereading again and again, trying out different voices and intonation, to show the characters’ feelings and how feelings change across a book
· Working with partners to read with fluency and expression in a way that matches the actions, feelings, and voices of the characters
· Using fix-up strategies and self-monitoring while reading

· Setting goals for understanding and reading to reflect that understanding
Avid Readers

· Understanding and working towards being an avid reader

· Reacting to books and sharing those reactions

· Recording thinking about a book to hold onto thinking
· Using precise words to pinpoint character feelings more clearly
· Reflecting on strategy use and setting individual goals for reading

· Developing reading “playdates” and having fun with books

· Envisioning actively by acting out a story in one’s mind while reading

· Paying close attention to what the text says to act it out the way the author wants it to be acted out

· Thinking about and reacting to nonfiction texts, including nonfiction reading playdates

· Using topic-specific vocabulary to talk about books

· Reading in topic-based reading clubs to learn more about a topic with other readers

· Comparing information by noticing what is similar and what is different in two or more books on the same topic
· Pretending and acting out parts of nonfiction texts, just like with fiction stories

· Reading poems again and again to get the rhythm and feeling of a poem
· Thinking about the feeling of the poem to figure out how to read it well in order to bring out a poem’s meaning
· Playing around with the rhyme and rhythm of favorite poems and creating new poems with similar sound patterns to help readers better understand how poems work

	Key CCSS Standards
	Reading Standards for Literature (RL)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10

Reading Standards for Informational Text (RI)

· 10

Reading Standards:  Foundational Skills (RF)

· 1, 2, 3, 4
Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)

· 1, 2, 3, 6

Language Standards (L)

· 1, 4, 5, 6

	Recommended Professional Resource to Guide Instruction
	“Readers Get to Know Characters by Performing Their Books” in If . . . Then . . . Curriculum, Grades K – 2: Assessment-Based Instruction by Lucy Calkins with Elizabeth Moore (2013)

AND

Becoming Avid Readers from the Units of Study for Teaching Reading, K by Lucy Calkins, Marjorie Martinelli, and Christine Holley (2015) 

	Suggested Mentor Texts
	“Readers Get to Know Characters By Performing Their Books”
· For read alouds during the character study, select engaging picture books that have complex characters you can discuss as a class.  See the mentor text list on the Teaching Resources page of this unit on the Literacy Coach website.  Additional suggestions: Mr. Tiger Goes Wild by Peter Brown, and When Sophie Gets Angry by Molly Bang.  Read alouds during this unit will also fit during Bend I of Avid Readers and vice verse.
· For shared reading during the character study, select big books that have interesting characters and are at levels that allow you to do the work of the unit (E/F/G).  The Mrs. Wishy-Washy series by Joy Cowley, Brand New Readers lap books by Candlewick Press, the Elephant and Piggie series by Mo Willems (such as Are you ready To Play Outside?) all work well.

Avid Readers
· For read alouds and demonstration texts during Avid Readers:
· Not Norman by Kelly Bennet
· Bend I: books by Rosemary Wells, Eric Carle, Frank Asch (see page xiv for more); return to old favorites from earlier units, such as The Carrot Seed and The Three Billy Goats Gruff
· Bend II: Familiar nonfiction, such as Dragonflies from the last unit, paired with new nonfiction, such as Honey Bees  

· Bend III:  Sing a Song of Popcorn  or other anthology of poems (see the writing workshop unit for suggestions)

· Read alouds during this unit will also fit during Bend I of Avid Readers and vice verse.

· For shared reading during Avid Readers, Gossie by Olivier Dunrea is suggested.  Additionally, any other texts that include dialogue with inflection and intonation, as well as memorable characters will work in the following weeks.  You may also want to choose poems that cover a variety of feelings to support children in dealing with a range of moods as well as topics during the last bend of the unit.  See p. xv for more information on selecting appropriate shared reading materials during Avid Readers.

	Tips for the Unit
	· You will most likely not have time for the entire “Readers Get to Know Characters By Performing Their Books” unit AND the entire Avid Readers unit.  It is also worth some backwards planning to be sure the “Music in Our Hears: Writing Songs and Poetry” unit aligns with Bend III (“Falling in Love with Poetry”) of Avid Readers.  Therefore, you may want to follow this trajectory when planning out your teaching across the next couple of months:
· Week of April 3rd: Readers Get to Know Characters
· Week of April 10th: Readers Get to Know Characters

· Week of April 24th: Readers Get to Know Characters

· Week of May 1st: Bend I Avid Readers (fiction)

· Week of May 8th: Bend I Avid Readers (fiction)

· Week of May 15th: Bend II Avid Readers (nonfiction)

· Week of May 22nd: Bend II Avid Readers (nonfiction)

· Week of May 30th: Bend III Avid Readers (poetry)/Writing Songs and Poetry unit from writing workshop
· Week of May 7th: Bend III Avid Readers (poetry)/Writing Songs and Poetry unit from writing workshop
· Week of May 14th: Bend III Avid Readers (poetry)/Writing Songs and Poetry unit from writing workshop  (NOTE: you could always return to Bend III of “Readers Get to Know Characters” if you have extra time.)
“Readers Get to Know Characters By Performing Their Books”
· It is worth reading pages 47 – 51 of “Readers Get to Know Characters” to understand the overview of the unit and what you will need in preparation for the unit.  Please note that in the suggested read aloud texts, Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse by Kevin Henkes is listed.  However, please do not use this text as a read aloud, since Lilly is a character that will be used in the Plymouth Public Schools grade 1 character unit.  See the section above, Suggested Mentor Texts, for more information.
· You will most likely spend a 2 - 3 weeks on teaching points from the “Readers Get to Know Characters” unit before moving into Avid Readers.  Therefore, you most likely, will not celebrate the end of a character unit, but rather you will seamlessly move into the teaching points of Avid Readers.  Since the latter unit has a mini-celebration at the end of Bend II, and another at the end of Bend III, you may decide to celebrate in some way at the end of Bend I in Avid Readers, which could be a streamlined version of what is suggested on page 64 of “Readers Get to Know Characters.”

· Most of the teaching points to which you will refer during “Readers Get to Know Characters” will be from Bends I and II.  Your students will revisit these teaching points in the fall of Grade 1, so select teaching points that make sense for your students, allowing them to deepen their work in understanding “character.”  They will continue this work in Bend I of Avid Readers, as well as during the read aloud and shared reading of both units.
· For Bend I teaching points, see pages 52-56, as well as p. 65-66.  The charts on pages 52 – 55 can be found under the If . . .Then tab on heinemann.com under “Readers Get to Know Characters By Performing Their Books.”

· For Bend II teaching points, see pages 57 – 61, as well as p. 66 – 67.  Because you may not have enough time to work deeply in this bend, you may decide to keep students in partnerships while working with these teaching points.  During Bend I of Avid Readers, students will work in groups, so you may decide to wait until then for club work, for the sake of time.

Avid Readers
· To gain an understanding of the unit as a whole and how the parts fit together, we suggest reading “An Orientation to the Unit” on pages vi – xv.  

· This unit is really designed to support students in reflecting on all they have learned so far about reading behaviors, habits, and strategies and to build and strengthen their knowledge, stamina, and confidence.  Each bend supports students in doing this in a different genre: fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.  The comprehension and decoding work in the minilessons is continued in the read aloud and shared reading plans.  See the read aloud plan on page 112 and the shared reading plan on page 125.

· In Bend I, students will reflect on their use of superpowers, set goals based on this reflection, and continue to deepen their work in character while maintaining joy through reading “playdates.”  See page xiii for preparation of special tools to support this work.  Students will also work in reading clubs to grow and extend their work as readers.
· In Bend II, readers continue their work in clubs, only this time with nonfiction.  They will work within and across texts to learn and share information.

· In Bend III, readers will apply their reading skills and knowledge to poetry.  This bend aligns beautifully with the writing workshop unit, “Music in Our Hearts: Writing Songs and Poetry.”  You will want to make sure to teach this bend at the same time as that unit, since in both units, students read and write poetry.  It is particularly nice to have this integration at the end of the year, when schedules are likely to be interrupted.  This way, whether it is reading workshop or writing workshop, children will be reading and writing poetry!  The poetry extravaganza at the end of the bend is a nice culmination to both units.  

	Classroom Library
	· Continue to have a variety of books in the classroom library, organized by author, genre, favorites, etc. Be sure to include a variety of levels so students can access books they can also read word by word.

	Materials and Resources
	· Read-alouds that inspire rich conversations about character (see Suggested Mentor Texts above)
· Enlarged poems, songs, or books for shared reading (see Suggested Mentor Texts above)

· Individual book bags of just-right books
· Digital book collections of just-right books can also be created on Storia
· See the resources for each session, including anchor charts, student photos, playdate mats, Super Reader goal sheets, video links, and other useful materials on Heinemann. 

	Assessment
	· Find patterns of behaviors in running records to guide your teaching (see pages xi – xii for more information).
· Use students’ responses to read-alouds to inform your instruction (see page xii for more information).

	Celebrations
	· There are several opportunities to celebrate students’ reading growth throughout this unit!  One possibility:

· End of Bend I Avid Readers:
· “Give the gift of reading” (see pages 63 – 64 of “Readers Get To Know Characters”) OR

· Record book clubs performing their books

· End of Bend II:

· Record book clubs performing their books (see Session 14 on pp. 83 – 86)

· End of Bend III:

· Avid Readers’ Poetry Extravaganza!  This would be a nice culminating celebration for both the reading and the writing units; see Session 18, pp. 108 – 110.



