Opinion Writing Pre and Post Assessment Suggestion

Before you begin this unit, please ask your students to do some opinion writing to gather some baseline data.  You might try something like the following prompt:
· Think about something you care about or have an opinion about: something you like or don’t like, something that you think is fair or not fair.  Write your opinion (what you think) and tell why that is your opinion.

Remember that the goal is not to have a class set of well-written opinions.  Some students may write a patterned text since that is what they have done most recently, or they may write a story.  Some will tell you what they like or what they don’t like and why.  The point of this is to see what students do in response to this prompt so that we know what to teach.  

Remind your writers to make sure they:
· Name their opinion
· Use details to show why they have that opinion
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Make an ending for their opinion piece

Pose the same prompt to students at the end of the unit to document progress.
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