	Unit Overview
Unit of Study:  Telling and Recording Personal Narratives

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Telling stories with details

· Drawing with details to represent a story

· Labeling drawings to tell more of the story
· Drawing and labeling independently to represent a story
· Adding words to tell part of the story

· Telling and recording more than one part of the story
· Revising and celebrating writing

	Key CCSS Standards
	Writing Standards (W)

· 1, 3, 5

Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Language Standards (L)

· 1, 2, 2c, 4a, 6

	Bends in the Road
	· Telling and drawing detailed stories from our lives
· Using words to tell part of the story
· Recording more than one part of the story

	Recommended Professional Resource to Guide Instruction
	· Talking, Drawing, and Writing by Mary Ellen Giacobbe and Martha Horn

	Suggested Mentor Texts
	Continue using the mentor texts from the Launching unit and select one or two new ones that you have not already used to add to your collection of books students know well. You could also use some of the repeated read alouds from your reading workshop to teach the lessons in this unit.
· My Big Brother by Miriam Cohen
· My Dog Rosie by Isabelle Harper

· My Cats Nick and Nora by Isabelle Harper

· The Paperboy by Dav Pilkey

· Goal by Robert Burleigh
· Bigmama’s by Donald Crews

· Roller Coaster by Marla Frazee

· Matthew and Tilly by Rebecca C. Jones

These and other texts are listed in the document, “A Resource for Teaching Writing in Kindergarten” found on the Teaching Resources page of this unit on the Literacy Coach website.  You do not need to use all of them.  Select a few to reread and reread that your students love, so that you can refer back to the illustrations for teaching during writing workshop.

	Tips for the Unit
	· Oral storytelling continues to be the foundation for the writing work students are doing.  If you want them to write using a particular technique (add the words people say, tell how you felt about that), teach them to incorporate into their oral storytelling first. 

· This will be an important time to build partner storytelling into your writing workshop, if you have not done so already.  Teacher modeling of stories remains important, and engaging the class in telling stories from the day together will be very powerful in teaching students to select stories and develop the details in telling them.  Be sure students have daily opportunities during writing workshop to tell the story they are recording to their partners, either before they go off to writing as a way to remember the details from the story, or after they have had time to draw and write their stories.  

· Be sure students are telling stories, rather than describing the picture they drew or reading the labels.  Partner oral storytelling should be focused on telling the oral story.  Teacher/student conferences should start with, “What is your story?” or “Tell me your story” rather than “What did you draw/write?”  If students insist on refer to the picture/page, set it aside and say, “First, tell me your story, and then we will look at the part you recorded.”

· Daily interactive writing sessions are crucial this month.  This is where you will teach students to write words as a way of sharing more information about their stories.  You will model this with class stories during writing workshop and engage students in trying this through interactive writing.  At times, you can use interactive writing during the active engagement (“Let’s try it together”) part of your writing workshop minilesson.  It is of the utmost importance that you also continue your daily interactive writing sessions separately as well.  By November, you will want to model some simple sentences in your own writing of one-page stories and during interactive writing.  You may decide to do the simple sentence with labels in October as a model slightly ahead of the expectation that students will do that in their own writing.  Those students who are ready will see this and try it on their own before you nudge them to try it in November sometime.
· Over the next two months, you will want to continue to use the documents found on the Teaching Resources page of this unit on the Literacy Coach website.  When appropriate, you will invite students to tell their stories across more than one page. Not all students will be ready at the same time, but in November, you will want to begin to invite students who are ready to use booklets.  

· The lessons in Talking, Drawing, and Writing will help you to notice when students are ready for booklets.  Basically, when students can begin to represent different parts of the same story on one page (over here is when I went through the drive-thru, over here is when I ate the burger . . .), and they tell a story with different parts, then they are ready to write a simple story with detailed pictures across pages, with a different part on each page (I went to the playground/ I went on the swings/ I went on the slide/ I saw three dogs chase each other/ I had fun at the park).  

	Materials and Resources
	Each child:
· A Drawing and Writing Book which is a plain paper journal, preferably bound at the top of the notebook, rather than on the side.  This allows full use of the whole page to record the details of a story.

· Colored pencils in a variety of colors for drawing details, felt tip markers for labeling
Teacher:

· An enlarged Drawing and Writing Book that looks like a student’s Drawing and Writing Book for modeling writing

· Story ideas for modeling storytelling 

Charts in the classroom to support labeling, such as alphabet charts with picture cues on tables and enlarged on the wall, classroom names chart, and interactive writing products to demonstrate how labels and writing elaborate on drawings.

	Assessment
	· In late September/early October, administer the Narrative On-Demand Writing Prompt.  You will administer this assessment again in the spring, so it will serve as baseline data for the year, as well as for this unit. 
· Record notes about students’ writing.  You may want to record a student’s oral story on the back of a story or on the anecdotal note sheet, as long as the story is dated to match your notes. 
· Writing workshop is the perfect place to keep track of students’ increasing knowledge of letter names and sounds.  See the sample folder on the Assessment Page of this unit.

	Celebrations
	· For this second celebration, you will want to lift the celebratory spirit a bit from the first celebration.  Invite another class or older “Buddies” into your classroom.  Organize students into small groups of 4 – 6 sharing authors/visitors.  Kindergarten authors tell/read their stories aloud to their small group, showing the part they represented on the page.  Perhaps a small shared snack or some special table centerpieces (a mentor text standing, some paper flowers, etc.) could add to the celebratory air.
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