Helpful Notes on Poetry and Song Immersion Stage
Exploration of poetry and songs through 
whole-group teaching and centers 
Help Students Notice:

· How songs and poems look on the page

· Verses

· Line breaks

· Repeated lines

· White space

· Not full sentences
· How songwriters and poets use white space and line breaks to tell people hw to read the poems and sing the songs

· How the sounds in words convey feelings and ideas

· How songs and poems can be about anything

· How there are different formats for songs and poems—for example, they can sound like stories or lists

Build Independent Exploration in Centers Through:

· Immersion in reading and listening to poems and songs (not necessarily writing at this stage)

· Rotation with partners through centers across a week or more.  Examples of centers:

· Listening to songs 

· Sketching pictures to accompany images and scenes heard in lyrics 
· Listening to tunes that do not have lyrics and jotting or sketching emotions the music evokes

· Seeing familiar objects through fresh eyes: observing, jotting down notes and drawing the details of these objects with a new perspective 
