Developing Writing Further

	Lesson
	Page Number
	What’s Going On in the Classroom
	What’s Next
	Other possible lessons

	Making Sure the Story Makes Sense:  Consistency in Clothing
	p. 177
	· Children draw their stories in detail, but they sometimes dress people differently on each page, even if the events of the story take place on the same day.
	Children need to know that writers and illustrators want their stories to make sense, and that one way they do that is by being consistent with the information.
	· Consistency in setting

· Consistency in characters from book to book

· Consistency in characters’ physical features

· Rereading your work to check for consistency

	Writing About What’s Important:  Writing A Whole Story About One Little Part
	p. 180
	· Most children are writing stories in booklets. 

· Most of their stories include the whole day or event, even if the story is really about one part.
	The children need to know that a story can be about one part of the day or event.
	· Seeing ideas for stories within a larger story in read-alouds
· Recognizing other stories in one story you’ve told aloud or written

· Remembering the stories you tell during the day to your teacher or friends

· Choosing a title that reflects what your story is about

	Writing About What’s Important:  Highlighting the Important Part of the Illustrations
	p. 182
	· Children are good at including detail in their drawings.

· During read-alouds, they’ve begun to notice that illustrators may draw only a part of a person or an object or a scene.
	· Children need to know that one way to emphasize what is important is to make the important part the focal point and show just enough of the other parts so readers have the information they need.
	· Giving information through partial illustrations
· Illustrations sometimes extend off the page, bringing the reader right into the room or the setting.

	Sense of Time:  Revealing the Daytime
	p. 184
	· Very often, when children draw the outdoors, they put a round yellow sun in one corner to show it is daytime.
	· We want to show children that authors and illustrators reveal daytime in many ways.
	· Time passing within a day 
· Time passing within a short time

· Variety of ways to show night

	Writing with Specific Information About a Familiar Topic
	p. 187
	· The children are writing stories in booklets with multiple parts.

· Many of the children are writing in general ways about their topics:

I like my dog.            I take dancing lessons.

My dog is nice.         I like dancing lessons.

My dog is fun.          I have fun.

I love my dog.     Dancing lessons are the best.
	· The children need to tell more specific information about their topics so readers can understand why they like their dog or dancing lessons or anything else they’re writing about.  One way to do this is to include what the characters in their stories are doing.
	· The actions of the characters match in pictures and words.


	Lesson
	Page Number
	What’s Going On in the Classroom
	What’s Next
	Other Possible Lessons

	Including Feelings
	p. 188
	· Children are writing stories in booklets.

· They include detailed information by being more specific with the facts.
	We want them to know that there are many ways of being specific in the writing; one way is to include feelings.
	Including thoughts

	Revision:  Adding Pages to Include More Parts
	p. 190
	· Children are using drawing and words to tell their stories in booklets.
	Premade booklets of five pages were made available when children began writing stories with more than one part.  Because the stories they’re writing vary in length, the children need to know that they can add pages to their booklets so they can include all the necessary parts of their stories.
	· Taking pages out (because you have too many pages to begin with)
· Taking pages out (because you  no longer want that part in the story)

· Moving pages around so that the order makes sense

	Revision:  Using a Caret to Insert a Missing Word
	p. 192
	· Children are writing independently in booklets.
· They’ve been using some revision strategies when they need to change the information in their stories – crossing out, adding more information to each page, taking a page out, adding a page – so that the story makes sense.

· During conferences, individual children have learned how to insert a missing word using a caret.
	All of the children need to know how to use a caret to insert a missing word(s).
	· Attaching a strip of paper (taping or stapling a 2.5 by 8.5 strip of paper onto the side edge of the page so you can write in the information you want to include but can’t fit within the text on the page)
· Covering over a section (of drawing or text) with a piece of paper so you can rework that part

· Different ways writers in this class change the information in their stories

	Topics:  Noticing Ideas for Writing
	p. 194
	· Many children are writing stories in booklets during writing time.

· They have been introduced to the idea of recording possible topics on the My Ideas for Writing page.
	Children need more information about recognizing and recording possible topics.
	· How to record ideas on the My Ideas for Writing page
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	What’s Next
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	Writers return to Topics They Know and Love
	p. 196
	· Most children are moving into booklets; some are writing in Drawing & Writing Books.

· The class has been talking about how writers write about what matters to them.
	Children need to see that writers and illustrators often return to the same topics, things they know and love, and write about them in different ways.
	· How to look through the Drawing & Writing Book to see if there are topics to revisit

· How to look through the collection of booklets you’ve written to see if you want to write about any of those topics again

	Proofreading Your Work
	p. 200
	· Children are writing stories in booklets during writing time.

· They may know how to do some of the things listed on the Proofreading List, but they don’t do them consistently.  One reason may be that, with some exceptions, they have not been introduced to the list that will help them remember.
	Children need to learn that when they finish a piece of writing, they go to the page in their folder called My Proofreading List and proofread according to the items on that list.
	

	Leaving Spaces Between Words
	p. 203
	· Most children are writing in booklets.

· They are gaining confidence as writers, fluently writing a sentence per page.  For the most part, they spell correctly those words they know how to spell, and they use sound spellings to write words they don’t know how to spell.

· Although we address it during interactive writing, most don’t leave spaces between words.
	Children need to be reminded about leaving spaces so readers will be able to read what they’ve written.
	· Capitalizing the word I
· Using periods to show readers where to stop

· Using question marks

· Using exclamation marks

· Using mostly lowercase letters 

· Using a capital letter at the beginning of a sentence

· Putting quotation marks around the words people say out loud
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	Endings:  Thinking About How to End Your Story
	p. 206
	· Children are writing stories regularly, most often on topics that matter to them.  Some stories tell of an event, such as “When I Went to the Beach,” “My Cousin’s Birthday,” others tell of things they like to do, such as “When I Ride My Bike,” “Me and My Sister Play with Dolls,” and some explain about something they know well:  “Trucks,” “How Chicks Hatch,” “Bats.”

· In all but the last category, most of the stories end with “and then we went home” or “then we went to bed.” 
	Children know that stories need endings, but we’re not sure how appropriate it is to expect kindergartners to consider the type of ending that best fits their story and craft it accordingly.  Sometimes, however, whether intentionally or by chance, that’s exactly what happens, and when it does, we want to show the child what she has done and show the other students as well.
	Beginnings
· Making decisions about how to begin a story (Teacher thinks aloud about different ways to begin her story).

· Same topic, different beginnings (Look at how three authors who wrote about the same topic began their stories differently – use published books or work of children in the classroom).

· Sometimes the simple beginning is the best (Sometimes, “I went to my cousin’s house” is the best way to begin).

Endings

· Making decisions about how to end a story (Teacher models different types of endings for her story).

· Revealing how you felt, what you thought, etc., things that readers wouldn’t know unless you told them.

· Referring to conversations you had during read-alouds, about different types of endings.

Titles

· Titles make the reader want to open the book.

· Titles tell the reader something, but not everything, about the story.  

· Titles are usually short.  (In  just a few words – sometimes one or two or three – the writer gives readers an idea of the story.)

	Including Exact Words People Say
	p. 209
	· Children are writing stories and including specific, detailed information in the illustrations and in the words.

· Sometimes as they explain the story verbally, they use the exact words the character said.
	Show children that when you write the exact words a person said, readers get to know that person a little better.
	· Using speech bubbles to show people talking
· Two people talking: dialogue

	Giving Readers Important Information
	p. 212
	· Children are writing independently.

· There is evidence in their writing that they’re incorporating some of the information being presented in the minilessons.
	Students need concrete examples of what it means to be specific, to give readers “important information.”
	

	Including the Important Parts: Being Specific About One Part
	p. 213
	· There’s an ongoing conversation about what it means to include specific information that might not be obvious to the reader.
	Students need to see an example of writing that includes specific information that is closer to the writing they’re doing.
	

	Including the Important Parts:  Deciding What to Put In and What to Leave Out
	p. 215
	· An ongoing conversation about what it means to include specific information that might not be obvious to the reader.
	Revisit the conversation, using the work of other kindergartners, this time with an even simpler story.
	· Including the Important Parts:  Being Even More Specific in a Published Piece (p. 219)


From:  Talking, Drawing, Writing: Lessons for Our Youngest Writers by Martha Horn and Mary Ellen Giacobbe


