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	Unit Overview
Unit of Study:  Launching the Writing Workshop: Part II

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Telling stories with details

· Drawing with details to represent a story

· Labeling drawings to tell more of the story
· Carrying on independently as writers

· Adding words to tell part of the story

· Writing even hard-to-write ideas

· Telling more by adding more pages

· Planning teaching books page by page

· Asking and answering questions to add more

· Stretching out words to write even more sounds

· Using checklists to revisit writing

· Getting ideas for stories and practicing storytelling

· Planning and telling stories across pages

· Telling and recording more than one part of the story

· Stretching and writing words: hearing and recording sounds in sequence

· Bringing our writing to life: adding dialogue with speech bubbles
· Rereading, revising, editing, and celebrating writing

	Key CCSS Standards
	Writing Standards (W)

· 2, 3, 5
Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Language Standards (L)

· 1, 2, 5

	Bends in the Road
	· Developing an understanding that we are all writers!
· Writing teaching books

· Writing stories

· Preparing for publication

	Recommended Professional Resource to Guide Instruction
	· Launching the Writing Workshop by Lucy Calkins and Amanda Hartman
· Talking, Drawing, and Writing by Mary Ellen Giacobbe and Martha Horn
· “Storytelling across the Pages: First Steps for Personal Narrative Writing” from the If . . . Then Curriculum: Assessment-Based Instruction
· Online resources connected to the Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing found at heinemann.com. You will find anchor charts, student writing samples, paper samples, writing checklists, and other useful instructional resources.

	Suggested Mentor Texts
	Along with the texts listed in the Unit Overview: Part I, 

· Freight Train by Donald Crews

· Creak! Said the Bed by Phyllis Root
These and other texts are listed in the document, “A Resource for Teaching Writing in Kindergarten” found on the Teaching Resources page of the Launching Unit on the Literacy Coach website.  You do not need to use all of them.  Select a few to reread many times that your students love, so that you can refer back to the illustrations for teaching during writing workshop.

	Tips for the Unit
	· We suggest that you begin the Launching the Writing Workshop unit, which will extend the work you have begun.  During this first bend, you will have opportunities to extend sessions with more drawing lessons to help students further elaborate in their writing.  Please use the resources on the Teaching Resources page of the Launching Unit on the Literacy Coach website to help you teach these important elaboration techniques.  
· We highly recommend reading the “Welcome to the Unit” on pages vi – ix of the Launching the Writing Workshop.  You will see that there is a suggestion for assessment.  The Plymouth Public Schools has a required narrative writing assessment that is described below, based on the suggestions in this unit.  Please follow the directions in the bullet below.
· It is important that you continue to find time to model and scaffold oral storytelling, even while your instruction begins to focus on drawing and writing labels. Remember that when students tell stories, it is important to scaffold their storytelling by reflecting their story back to them periodically as they add new information or respond to a question.  Students need to hear what their own stories sound like once they have finally shared all the details, so that they will learn to better tell their stories in a storytelling way, the foundation for good narrative writing.  It is during this Bend that you will administer the Narrative On-Demand Writing Assessment. This assessment should be conducted during the week of October 3 – October 8, 2016.
· Daily interactive writing sessions are extremely important, since this is where you are modeling the strategies and skills students need for labeling their stories and adding words.  Near Bend II, begin focusing on “Teaching” pieces for interactive writing to model what will soon be an expectation during independent writing.
· Continue onto Bend II of the unit, where students have an opportunity to “add more to teach more” and the idea of multiple pages is introduced.  You will continue to work on the important skills of elaborating through drawing, stretching out sounds, and of course oral teaching.  

· In Bend III, students use their understanding of different parts on a different page to write stories across pages.  During this Bend, or at the end of this Bend, you may want to refer to the unit, “Storytelling Across the Pages” in the If . . . Then . . . Curriculum: Assessment-Based Instruction: Grade K to provide your students with more time and experience in telling rich oral stories from their lives and writing these narratives across pages.  This is important work that is developed further in the unit, Writing for Readers.  Talk to Natalie or Jen for support in planning out the best course of instruction to meet your particular students’ needs.  We are happy to help!

	Materials and Resources
	Each child:
· A Drawing and Writing Book which is a plain paper journal, preferably bound at the top of the notebook, rather than on the side.  This allows full use of the whole page to record the details of a story.

· Colored pencils in a variety of colors for drawing details, felt tip markers for labeling

· Stapled booklets for later in the unit; see the online resource at heinemann.com (under the unit in your account once you register; “General Information”) for paper choices
Teacher:

· An enlarged Drawing and Writing Book that looks like a student’s Drawing and Writing Book for modeling writing

· Story ideas for modeling storytelling 

	Assessment
	· Record notes about students’ writing. 
· Administer the Narrative On-Demand Writing Assessment. This assessment should be conducted during the week of October 3 – October 8, 2016.

	Celebrations
	· At the end of this unit, students celebrate by reading the book they have published to a small group of their classmates.  This is done with much respect, celebration, and feedback, but not in a lavish way, as the celebrations will build across the year.  Please see the recommendations and rationale on pages 143 – 145 of the unit. 


