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	Kindergarten

Unit Overview
Unit of Study:  Looking Closely: Observing, Labeling, and Listing Like Scientists

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Observing the world as scientists do

· Drawing exact details of what we observe

· Labeling our drawings to share information

· Stretching words out to record many sounds in each word

· Thinking about how we want our book to sound before writing words

· Planning to teach lots of information in their books

· Telling writing partners our plan before writing

· Adding more to pictures, labels and words

· Using scientific words in our writing

· Using published authors to give us ideas for our own books

· Using what we already know about a topic to write

· Sorting information in our books

· Writing observations and thoughts and questions in our books

· Noticing how things are the same and different
· Organizing the writing of a book by using patterns

· Experimenting with different types of patterns

· Revising and editing information writing

	Key CCSS Standards
	Writing Standards (W)

· 1, 2, 5, 7, 8

Language Standards (L)

· 2, 2c, 2d, 4, 4a, 4c, 5c, 5d, 6

Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

	Bends in the Road
	· Living like writers, living like scientists
· Writing more: Adding details and information and writing phrases or sentences 

· Making pattern books

	Recommended Professional Resource to Guide Instruction
	·  “Looking Closely: Observing, Labeling, and Listing Like Scientists” from the online resources connected to the Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing found at heinemann.com. You will find this unit under the tab labeled If-Then.

	Suggested Mentor Texts
	Books on the topic you are studying.  For example, if you are studying trees:
· National Geographic’s series on seasons and trees: A Tree for All Seasons; Seed, Sprout, Pumpkin Pie; and Apples for Everyone by Jill Esbaum

· Leaf Jumpers by Carole Gerber

These books are not necessarily the books you will need; think about your class topic and find books that support children in thinking about that topic in a more detailed manner.
Books about paying close attention to the world and working like a scientist:

· What is a Scientist?  By Barbara Lehn

· Look! Look!  Look!  By Tana Hoban

· What is Science? By Rebecca Kai Dotlich

· I Use Science Tools by Kelli Hicks

Cassie’s Word Quilt by Faith Ringgold is a great mentor text for modeling the detailed drawings and labels students will be aiming for in this unit.  

	Tips for the Unit
	· Just when you felt that students were beginning to elaborate in their stories, ideally across at least a few pages, this unit slows everything down.  Rather than writing whole stories, this unit reminds children of the importance of taking the time to notice details and record them in their drawings and their words in the context of something new and naturally exciting for young learners—science exploration.

· This unit provides you with the time (yes, time!) to let children’s natural curiosity drive what they write about.  Children pause from reflecting on themselves as the central focus of their writing, to writing about the world all around them.  As children wonder, question, observe, predict, and compare and contrast they are, most importantly, learning to be thinkers! Through this unit, they also build background knowledge, develop oral language, vocabulary and an understanding that writing can have many authentic purposes across content areas.
· Start by looking at the Science Ideas Chart created by Alison Riordan, Science Coordinator for PPS.  This chart lists multiple ideas you can easily incorporate into your classroom—ideas that address the science standards while getting kids excited to write.  You might also kick-off the unit by giving children gallon-size bags to fill with natural items to observe, discuss and write about.

· Interactive writing plays a strong role in supporting and scaffolding the type of writing you expect children to do in this unit.  Select a shared class topic for the class to study during the first portion of the unit.  You could choose trees (focusing on a tree in the yard or outside the classroom window), bulbs/plants (bringing in paper whites forced in a bowl of water), or another topic that will allow students to observe changes.  Through interactive writing, students can participate in observations and writing that may be a notch above their independent work, nudging them toward more elaborated writing on their own.
· In planning for this unit, consider the ways in which children will write.  While you will want to re-emphasize the importance of slowing down to record all of the sounds in words, you are still aiming for children to continue to develop stamina and volume in their writing.  They should be immersed in observing, thinking, talking and recording their ideas throughout Writing Workshop.

· To support this engagement and stamina, consider the format (including paper) you will use to engage kids in writing. If you have not done so already, you will want to establish a writing folder in which your students can collect their observation pages.  Note:
· In the past, during this unit, children have recorded their observations in a science journal of some type.  However, because this unit ends by shifting into pattern booklets, you will want students to make their observations on individual sheets.  If students want to staple two sheets together because the observations are connected to the same item, that is fine.  But the transition to pattern books in Bend III will go more smoothly if students are not recording their observations in a bound booklet.
· While this unit invites students to observe like scientists, be careful not to prioritize the science aspect of this unit over the writing development.  Rather than insisting that students identify the parts of the leaf, invite students to say as much as they can about a leaf by asking themselves questions like “What color is it? What size is it?”  Copying words from a science word bank or chart will not support the connection between hearing sounds and writing letters: the major goal of the writing in this unit. See pages 6 and 7 for more on this idea.

· Bend III of this unit moves children into pattern books.  For many of your students, this will be the first time writing sentences, and pattern books can support this new work.  Study A/B/C books to get a sense of the kind and variety of patterns that you can expect to see (and can coach students to try out) in their writing.  See pages 10 – 12 for more information on this bend.

	Materials and Resources
	· Prior to the first day of this unit, you will need to gather objects.  Students will be observing, noticing details, and recording their observations from the first day.  See page 4 for more information.

· Large zip-top baggies so that children can collect “science artifacts” (leaves, twigs, acorns, pine cones, and more) while they are on nature walks during the unit.  Trays or other containers are helpful for storing the items children collect.  

· As you are able, provide bins of books on science topics, especially the ones you are exploring in class.  Children will naturally want to read these books and build upon their learning.   Remember Storia is also a great resource for this!

Each child:
· A writing folder with two pockets, one side indicating finished work with a red dot (“Done”) and the other side indicating work in progress with a green dot (“Still working”).
· Colored pencils in a variety of colors for drawing details, felt tip markers for labeling

· Paper with plenty of space for drawing and labeling observations and a line or two for writing more words; see the online resource at heinemann.com (under the unit in your account once you register; “General Information”) for paper choices 

	Assessment
	· Record notes about students’ writing. 
· Informational writing rubric and learning progressions.

	Celebrations
	· Consider ways your students can share one or two of the books each has written in the last bend.  Help students consider their audience and help them to get their books ready to share with other people who are going to read and learn from their books.  They may add more labels, more words, more details, perhaps add a cover or an “about the author” page to prepare for sharing.  Consider whether you will display their books in the school library, near a science lab or bulletin board, or invite another class to come and visit so your students can present one or two of their books to a partner from another class.  See page 12 for more specifics on this way to celebrate your students’ work in this unit.


