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	Kindergarten

Unit Overview
Unit of Study: Writing for Readers

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Rereading writing to make sure that it is easy to read
· Using prior knowledge about narrative writing to write true stories

· Drawing stories for readers

· Writing sentences that tell true stories

· Rereading while writing to write true stories

· Using tools to write stories readers can read
· Using storytelling words to write true stories

· Working with partners to make writing more readable

· Revising drawings and writing to make stories even better

· Writing strong beginnings of stories

· Writing strong endings of stories

· Revising and editing before sharing stories with others

	Key CCSS Standards
	Writing Standards (W)

· 3, 5, 6, 7
Language Standards (L)

· 1, 2, 4, 6
Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

	Bends in the Road
	· Writing stories that people can really read
· Tools give writers extra power

· Partnering for revision: making stories more fun to read

· Preparing for publication

	Recommended Professional Resource to Guide Instruction
	· Writing for Readers by Lucy Calkins and Natalie Louis from the Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing (2013), along with the resources available online to accompany this unit at heinemann.com

	Suggested Mentor Texts
	Personal narratives that are read aloud in order to immerse students in the sounds of stories they could write, such as 

· Shortcut by Donald Crews
· A Day with Daddy by Nikki Grimes

· The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats

or other stories you have read aloud as part of your reading time

	Tips for the Unit
	· The focus of this unit is on true story writing, but not necessarily small moment writing.  See the rationale for this on pages vi and vii of the  “Welcome to the Unit.”  We highly recommend reading this whole section (pages vi – x) for an overview of and important tips for this unit.

· Before beginning this unit, you will likely want to spend a week reminding students about narrative writing and applying this knowledge to writing stories across booklets.  If you did not introduce booklets to your students when they were telling and recording the stories from their lives earlier in the year, then now is the time to do so.  Most recently, your students wrote pattern books, in which the writing on each page was limited to repeating language.  In this unit, students will use narrative language, the language of storytellers, rather than the language of emergent readers. This may require some immersion in storytelling and teaching points that help students stretch their stories across pages in booklets.

· Students will benefit from a focus on storytelling during this unit.  You may want to replace your interactive writing time for the first week or so with a dedicated storytelling time, to remind students all they know about telling stories.  As the week progresses, include blank stapled booklets for partners to tell stories across the empty pages.
· For suggested lessons on introducing booklets to your students during the first week or so in January, see the following resources:

· Introducing Booklets document on the Teaching Resources page of the Launching the Writing Workshop tab of the Literacy Coach website (or page 182 in Talking, Drawing, and Writing, Giacobbe and Horn)
· Sessions 13, 14, and 16 from Launching the Writing Workshop from the Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing (Calkins et al); see heinemann.com for sticky notes that create the anchor chart, “How to Write a True Story”

· In this unit, you will introduce “tools” that students can use to make their writing more powerful and readable to their readers.  This is an important message to send your young writers:  if we want our messages to be “heard,” our readers need to be able to read them!  It sets the purpose for mechanics, revision, and editing from the beginning of their writing lives in a meaningful context.  

	Materials and Resources
	· Blank booklets of 4 – 5 stapled pages for storytelling across pages
Each child:
· A writing folder with two pockets, one side indicating finished work with a red dot (“Done”) and the other side indicating work in progress with a green dot (“Still working”).
· Colored pencils in a variety of colors for drawing details, felt tip markers for labeling

· Paper with plenty of space for drawing and lines for writing more words than they may have written so far this year; see the online resource at heinemann.com (under “Latest News and General Information”) for paper choices 
· See the anchor charts, checklists, and sample writing at heinemann.com

	Assessment
	· On-Demand Narrative Writing Prompt
· Record notes about students’ writing 
· narrative writing rubrics, checklists, and learning progressions found at heinemann.com

	Celebrations
	· Students have a lot to celebrate with this unit.  You will want to consider ways to highlight the thinking, revision, and editing work they have done throughout the unit, as well as the finished product of one well-revised true story.  The unit suggests a two-part celebration in which students’ marked-up stories are displayed to show their learning and their stories are read aloud by the authors to an appreciative audience.  See pages 155 – 159 for a more detailed description of some options for this celebration.


