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	Kindergarten

Unit Overview
Bigger Books, Bigger Reading Muscles

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Using all we know to read more challenging books
· Figuring out the pattern in a book to help with reading

· Checking reading to monitor for meaning and fixing parts that do not make sense or sound right

· Using the pattern and ending of a book to understand it better

· Using letter-sound knowledge to read tricky words

· Looking past the first letter to consonant clusters to read tricky words

· Looking through the word to the end to help read 

· Previewing a page and locating known words to help read

· Monitoring for meaning to check reading
· Developing EXTRA-strength powers to read harder books
· Moving from pattern books to stories

· Reading snap words with inflected endings

· Using all we know about stories to make predictions

· Thinking about what is happening in the story to improve reading fluency

· Working with partners to strengthen talk power

· Using all of our powers to read new and challenging books

	Key CCSS Standards
	Reading Standards for Literature (RL)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10
Reading Standards:  Foundational Skills (RF)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 
Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)

· 1, 2, 4, 6

Language Standards (L)

· 1, 2, 4, 6

	Bends in the Road
	· Tackling more challenging books
· Zooming in on letters and sounds

· Graduation: Becoming stronger readers

	Recommended Professional Resource to Guide Instruction
	· Bigger Books, Bigger Reading Muscles, Unit 3  by Lucy Calkins, Katie M. Wears, Rebecca Cronin, and Angela Baez from the Units of Study for Teaching Reading, Grade K, 2015, along with the online resources to accompany this unit found at heinemann.com

	Suggested Mentor Texts
	· Mouse Has Fun by Phyllis Root
· Can you see the eggs? By Jenny Giles
· Wake Up, Dad! By Beverley Randell
· Dragonflies by Margaret Hall
· My Bug Box by Pat Blanchard and Joanne Suhr or another level E book
And excerpts from:
· Pete the Cat and His Four Groovy Buttons by Eric Litwin
· Oh, the Places You’ll Go! By Dr. Seuss
· Ethan’s Cat by Joanna Hurwitz 

	Tips for the Unit
	· See the read aloud section on page 126 and the shared reading section on page 135 for instructional recommendations to support your reading workshop lessons.
· We highly recommend that you read the first brief section entitled, “An Orientation to the Unit” to understand the goals and expectations for this unit and to get a sense of the unit as a whole (see pages vi – xvi).

· In this unit, your young readers will move from rereading mostly familiar texts to reading more difficult books with greater independence.  Readers will shop for unfamiliar books, and are starting to move beyond A and B level books.  At the beginning of this unit, you will celebrate all students can now do, and let them in on what they can do to read even harder books now: turn all of their “powers” up to Extra Strength!

· In the first bend, students will study the ways books are becoming harder so that they are prepared to do the work of reading these more challenging texts.  You will introduce pattern power and remind them of the tools they have to read the sections of texts that are unpatterned.

· In the second bend, you will really dig into the power of letter-sound knowledge, helping students to use more visual information along with meaning and structure to read tricky words.  You will provide students with individual word rings in this bend.  See pages xiv and xv of this unit for more information on word walls and high-frequency words.
· In the third bend, you will support students in putting all of this together in order to read more complex books with accuracy, fluency, and comprehension.  It is here that you will emphasize reading high-frequency words with automaticity along with thinking and talking more deeply about books.
· As you prepare to model word-level strategies, you will need to consider which enlarged texts to use during your mini-lesson and shared reading: poems; big books; products of interactive writing, books from Storia projected on the board.  It is key that children are able to see the words as you model one-to-one match and as you introduce strategies for identifying the words in context.  
· Throughout this unit, keep in mind the three cueing systems as you prompt children.  The goal is flexible use as they learn to think about the visual cues, the syntax and the meaning of the text they are reading. 

	Classroom Library
	· Continue to have a variety of books in the class library with added bins for just-right books that children can decode

	Materials and Resources
	· Read-alouds that inspire rich conversations
· Enlarged poems, songs, or books for shared reading
· Individual book bags of just-right books
· A reading mat for each child (see Session 1 and the online resources at heinemann.com
· Word rings for each reader that contain differentiated sight words based on your assessments (See Bend II)
· Extra-strength icons ready to add to the “We Are Super Readers!” chart
· Copies of the individual super powers charts, one for each student

	Assessment
	· Record notes about students’ thinking and conventional reading behaviors.  
· Record notes about students’ demonstration of letter and word knowledge during this unit, using checklists to gather this information.
· During this month, you will also administer the Benchmark Assessment System to each child.  Begin with the students about whom you are most concerned, so that you can have that specific data as you confer with students and form small groups.  

	Celebrations
	To reflect on the work of this unit, create an atmosphere of celebration and on opportunity for students (and you!) to notice all that they can now do as readers!  See pages 121 – 124 for suggestions.



